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From the Dean
The Very Reverend Todd Donatelli 

As I ponder an Annual Report I wonder, in regard to 
a faith community, what are our metrics? By what do 
we measure things? The national church office asks 
us to fill out reports each year giving numbers of aver-
age attendance on Sundays, attendance on large Feast 
Days, number of children in Sunday School, number 
of baptisms, marriages and burials. It asks us to report 
our budget and its uses. Not bad items to report and 
yet by themselves simply give a Forbes-oriented metric. 
Numbers are helpful, yet alone do not tell us who we 
fully are. 

I wish to offer a second set of metrics for us to ask our-
selves individually and communally. When I consider 
my and our life at All Souls:

•  Am I different because of my participation here? 
How?

•  Is Asheville different because of All Souls? How?
•  How are my relationships with my family, my 

neighbors, my co-workers, my spouse, and my 
children different because of my connection here?

•  When we consider our baptismal covenant, where 
and how have we grown, deepened in this covenant:

•  Have I, have we as a faith community, grown in 
loving neighbor as we have loved ourselves? (Have 
we grown in loving ourselves?)

•  How and where have we lived into ‘the apostle’s 
teaching and fellowship, the breaking of bread and 
the prayers’?

•  How have we deepened in our striving for justice 
and peace among all people?

•  How have we deepened in our respect for the 
dignity of all persons?

•  How have we by word and example proclaimed the 
good news of Jesus?

•  How have I, have we as a faith community, grown 
in compassion?

•  How have I, have we as a faith community, grown 
in connection with others?

As you read this report, please hold these questions in 
mind.

Peace,

Adjunct Clergy
The Reverend Mason Wilson 

There are fifteen retired clergy who are a part of 
the community of the Cathedral of All Souls who, 
if they are able, assist in services and other ways un-
der the direction of the Dean. They are included in 
the staff list on the back page of this Report.  

Eight of Adjunct Clergy assist at the 11:15 Eu-
charist by administering Communion to the choir. 
Four of them preside once a month at the 5:45 p.m. 
Eucharist. They may fill in at other services and oth-
er ministries at the request of the Dean. There is a 
monthly meeting at the home of one of the Adjunct 
Clergy each month which is mainly for fellowship.

Ushers
Mike Stevenson 

Parishioners who serve as ushers for services at All 
Souls offer hospitality to people arriving for wor-
ship and assistance in locating seating. They also 
assist in the liturgy by collecting our offerings and 
directing our progress toward the altar during the 
Eucharist. Thoughtful and hospitable ushers of-
fer an important quality for visitors and members 
alike.

There are almost forty parishioners participat-
ing in this role at All Souls. We are always look-
ing for assistance, either on a regular rotation or 
as a substitute. Instruction and assistance is freely 
available, and your participation is invited. Con-
tact Sherry Prazich in the cathedral office for more 
information.

Independence Day Picnic (photo by Tom Whittington)
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Vestry Slate Nominations
During the Annual Meeting we will elect four vestry members to serve a three year 
term, 2013–2015. Nominations were received during the fall, and these parishioners 
have agreed to serve, pending approval by the parish.

Do n a l d Ac k e r m a n n Co l e  grew up in Charleston 
as a Methodist and was drawn to 
the Episcopal Church because 
of its Youth Ministry and later 
its music. He was asked to join 
the choir and then went on to be 
confirmed and later elected to the 
Vestry in South Carolina, also 

serving as Senior Warden, Sunday School teacher, Lay 
Eucharistic Minister, Diocesan Lay Reader and mem-
ber of the Standing Committee. 

He and his wife Nancy moved to Asheville in 2000 and 
joined All Souls three years ago. They have five chil-
dren and many grandchildren between them. Don is an 
independent consultant to government agencies and is 
also a mediator and Professional Certified Coach.

Al i c e Mye r  first attended All Souls while she was 
a student in the 1960s. She and 
her husband Tom were members 
in the early 1970s before mov-
ing away. They rejoined All Souls 
with their three children when 
they returned to Asheville in the 
1980s.

She has previously served on the vestry at All Souls 
as well as at Saint Luke’s, Boone, NC. She has served 
on the Adult Education Committee, altar guild and as 
head of the acolytes at All Souls. On the diocesan level 
she has served as a member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Diocese of WNC and on the board of 
the Valle Crucis Conference Center. Currently, Alice 
serves as a Healing Intercessor, Chalice Bearer, and 
Principal Server.

Alice is a pastoral counselor at Hope Women’s Cancer 
Center. She also has a small practice for adult therapy 
and spiritual direction. She has a certificate in Spiritual 
Direction from the Shalem Institute and has complet-
ed EFM. She is a member of the American Association 
of Pastoral Counselors.

Ge o f f re y Ro l l i n s  grew up in Mississippi, and was 
first introduced to the Episcopal 
Church after enrolling at St. An-
drew’s Episcopal School in Jack-
son, MS. After college, he worked 
as a volunteer in Central America 
for two years. Geoffrey spent a 
few summers in Western North 

Carolina, and his love of whitewater kayaking made 
him a permanent resident of Asheville in 2000. Geof-
frey started attending All Souls Cathedral at that time. 

His wife Dawn is a nurse at Mission Hospital. They 
have two children, Gabby and Henry, and a dog named 
Bilo. Geoffrey and Dawn spent several years teaching 
Sunday School and volunteering with the youth group 
at All Souls. Geoffrey has served as a chalice bearer and 
worked on a discernment committee for a parishioner 
who was seeking the priesthood. Geoffrey is a police 
officer with the Asheville Police Department and cur-
rently supervises a group of detectives. In his free time 
he enjoys competing in triathlons, snowboarding, and 
spending time with his family.

To many folks at All Souls, V i r g i n i a Sp i ge n e r  is 
the “young woman at the 11:15 
service who sits on the front row 
with her two daughters.” Eigh-
teen years ago, Virginia visited 
All Souls one summer Sunday 
and has been here ever since. She 
grew up in both Tuscaloosa, Ala-

bama (appropriate to note with a National Champion-
ship game coming soon), and Winter Garden, Florida. 

She and her two children, Annie Starr and Virginia 
Frances Teel, live in Flat Rock. While at All Souls, she 
has been actively involved with stewardship, finance 
and endowment, EFM, Room in the Inn and Church 
of the Advocate. She taught Sunday School for a num-
ber of years and was a former Vestry member. She has 
also served on several diocesan committees.
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From the Senior Warden
Diane Russell

2012 has been a busy and exciting year at All Souls as 
each annual report will illustrate. The congregation 
also experienced grief and transition early in the year. 
In February, our Sub-Dean Brian Cole accepted a call 
to Lexington, Kentucky. In April, we experienced an 
even deeper grief with the sudden death of Deacon 
David Nard. We continue to appreciate the many gifts 
both of these men brought to this community.

As we revisited our staffing after Brian’s departure, the 
transitional time was very smooth. The Vestry is most 
appreciative of Dean Donatelli’s exceptional leadership 
and the expansion of responsibilities for other staff 
members, as well as the help of the adjunct clergy. We 
spent a great deal of time at the February retreat work-
ing on transitional issues and goal setting for the year. 

Members of the Vestry this 
year were A.K. Benning-
hofen, Kay Clarke, Brenda 
Lily, Jan Davis, Yates Pharr, 
David Thompson, Dan Ste-
venson, Janis Bryant, Marc 
Asaad, Sandra Byrd, Junior 
Warden, Carla Dimmitt-
Shell, and Senior Warden, 
Diane Russell. Amy Cong-
don has served as Clerk and Jack Parsons as Treasurer. 
All members are liaison to the different committees 
in the church. This has been an active and supportive 
group who have represented the Parish well in both 
physical and program needs. All Vestry members com-
pleted the training for “Safeguarding God’s Children,” 

led by Micki Hill at the September retreat. This is a  
requirement for vestry and other leadership positions 
in the church and we have met this requirement. 

During this year, our Parish 
membership has grown, our 
worship attendance contin-
ues to grow, our property 
committee’s work is highly 
visible, our outreach has ex-
panded, our children and 
youth programs are healthy 
and expanding, our Adult 
Forum is well attended, and 
our offerings as the Cathe-

dral have been well received in the community. Our 
ministry of music continues to be a highlight at All 
Souls. Thank you to all who make this possible.

As Senior Warden, nothing has impressed me more 
than the strength of lay ministry at All Souls this year. 
For all ages, from child care through programs for older 
adults, the inreach and nurturing that is being met by 
individuals who see a need and with whatever blessings 
or permissions are necessary just “do it.” This is truly a 
remarkable example of the Ministry of the Laity. The 
programs and offerings are too numerous to specifical-
ly mention, but for all of you who have led or helped, we 
are most grateful. This also includes social times and 
lawn care teams.

It has been a real privilege to serve with this vestry in 
this very special place for all souls. As a friend in a meet-
ing recently said, “Everything is so affirming here in 
this bubble; how can we export it?” To a great extent, I 
believe we do “export it” through our relationships and 
our experience of the Incarnation in the community.

…“Everything is so affirming 
here in this bubble; how can 

we export it?” To a great 
extent, I believe we do “export 
it” through our relationships 

and our experience of the 
Incarnation in the community.

Deacon David Nard, 1947-2012.  (At the Repairing the 
Breach service, April 2011.  Photo by Tom Whittington)

Brian Cole speaking about his move to Kentucky, February,   
(photo by Tom Whittington)
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Treasurer’s Report
Jack Parsons

As you read other reports that reflect a vibrant life in 
our ministries, know that this has also been reflected in 
our giving and our overall financial position in the past 
year. We are grateful for a parish family that has con-
tinued to be supportive during these trying economic 
times. Here are some of the significant events to note:

➤ Good news that our budget for 2012 was a balanced 
one. We worked hard to keep expenses under control 
and to live within our means. For the year ending, we 
had budgeted pledges in the amount of $643,000. Plate 
offerings and non-pledge contributions were up for the 
year. As we have done for the last several years, we will 
again engage an outside audit firm to fully examine and 
audit our financial records for the year.

➤ Incomplete news for 2013, since we have not fin-
ished work on the new budget yet. We expect it to 
include ongoing funding for the programs of the Ca-
thedral, but it will likely reflect a reduced amount for 
pledges since the trend (as of this writing) is down from 
last year. We understand that some in the parish were 
not able to renew pledges at the same level as last year. 
This is for all the reasons we know – a lay-off, a loss of 
job hours, or a significant change 
in investment income due to the 
current market conditions. But, 
there are others who have not re-
sponded at all. Perhaps this is be-
cause the Episcopal tradition of 
pledging is new to them, or they 
believe that others have already 
stepped up and their pledge is not 
needed. This is a year where ALL 
of your responses are needed! We 
are prepared to finish the work on the 2013 budget and 
to adopt one with what we have. But it may be a version 
that doesn’t match our dreams for this place. (Note: we 
will also be revisiting the budget in late spring to make 
adjustments if additional pledges are available.) 

➤ On the positive side, we are starting to see the fruits 
of our successful $800,000 capital campaign from 2011. 
There have been significant improvements to our side-
walks, and work has now started on the preservation 
and restoration of the stained glass windows. Parishio-
ners have continued to fulfill their multi-year pledges 
and will do so through 2013 and 2014. Thanks to all 
who are making this possible.

➤ Many thanks to Sue Gervais who is our office finan-
cial assistant. Our records are in good shape due in part 
to her efforts. 

➤ Also, I want to thank the Finance Committee. The 
members are Malcolm Douglas, Matt Brookshire, Dan 

Stevenson, Judy Handley, Pam 
Slechta and Don Moss. They are 
there to review monthly financial 
statements, provide direction on 
financial policy and to watch over 
the work of the Treasurer and the 
office financial functions. I’d also 
like to acknowledge the Con-
trol Review Committee with 
its members Richard Henning 
(chair), Betty Zeluff, and Marc 

Asaad who are charged with taking a sampling of pro-
cesses and transactions on a periodic basis to review for 
accuracy and adherence to procedure. 

From vestry and staff alike, there is an ongoing com-
mitment to being more transparent in sharing financial 
information about our life and work. I continue to be 
amazed at how our conversations about our financial 
affairs are done in the context of our values and min-
istry. It is an important part of our shared life together. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your Treasurer 
in this place.

From vestry and staff 
alike, there is an ongoing 

commitment to being 
more transparent in sharing 
financial information about 

our life and work. 

Income, January through October 2012
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Jan-Oct Jan-Oct
Actual Budget

Income:
   Pledges  503,657  522,622 
   Offerings / contributions  80,342  89,167 
   Other Income  115,925  131,608 
           Total Income  699,924  743,396 

Expense:
   Parish Pastoral Staff  185,232  190,700 
   Education and Formation  89,737  90,359 
   Parish Programs  13,419  22,367 
   Music  84,347  88,165 
   Outreach  32,380  61,208 
   Diocesan Pledge  71,174  71,174 
   Church Office / Admin.  124,016  125,836 
   Properties - Bldg & Grounds  82,976  89,837 
   Capital Equipment / other  4,496  3,750 
           Total Expenses  687,777  743,396 

Income over Expense:  12,148          -0-

Expenditures, January through October 2012

Properties 
Committee
Wade Saunders

The project to improve the walkways in 
the front church yard is complete. It was 
funded by the congregation through the 
Generation to Generation Campaign. 
We think it looks wonderful. Another 
large project funded by the Campaign 
is the renovation of the windows in the 
church. Work began late last year with 
some windows repaired on site and 
others removed and taken to New York 
for more extensive work. Temporary 
replacement windows are in place. This 
work is to be completed this year.

Mr. Bill Alexander, a landscape architect 
employed by the Biltmore Estate, has 
donated a landscape plan which he 
created for the front yard of the church. 
The committee and the Vestry are very 
pleased with his plan and appreciate his 
expertise and his hard work. We await 
some more details from Mr. Alexander 
and Vestry consideration before starting 
implementation. We have placed new 
sod in part of the front yard to repair 
damage from the walkway construction 
and the Craft Fair.

The Christian Education Room has a 
new floor and window shades.

We have created a wish list of future 
projects which is being considered by 
the Vestry.

2012 was fun because no major disasters 
occurred and because of the wonderful 
work done by David Fortney, our 
Property Manager. Martha Fullington 
has been invaluable as our Historic 
Preservation Consultant. Committee 
members include Susan Stevenson, 
Carla Schell, Paul Brezny, Ted Ahl, Jeff 
Benninghofen, and Yates Pharr.
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Stewardship 
Committee
Scott Hart 

The members of All Souls came to the 
altar bringing their pledges. The altar 
was filled with abundance. Ingathering 
of pledges is at the end of one of the 
easiest tasks in this parish – being on the 
Stewardship Committee – because the 
people of All Souls are a giving sort of 
people and all we do is create the method 
of organizing their giving of alms. The 
people of this church already want to 
pledge, to support and participate in the 
ministry of the church. Our committee 
met at the Atlanta Bread Company four 
or five times during the year to talk while 
enjoying a bowl of soup.

Suzzy Sams is the real miracle worker who 
does the final formatting and printing.  
And then there is the team of people who 
stuffed 600 envelopes – twice! Do you 
know how long it takes Sherry to open 
up all those envelopes and coordinate 
the information? The members of the 
Stewardship Committee have absolutely 
nothing to do with all this hard work and 
get to take credit for the easy and abundant 
results in a church where the parishioners 
are consistently generous and chomping 
at the bit to pledge. Why, more than 
once I have heard the tellers complaining 
about the nuisance of having to count all 
the loose offerings in the plate!

The Stewardship Committee will meet 
one more time in the early spring to 
decide who we should ask to join this 
hard working group of Christian soup-
eaters – or you can offer to join and help 
us create the illusion of massive amounts 
of organizing and painstaking detail, in 
order to revel in the unearned thanks and 
glory, in a church where we practically 
have to tell people to stop giving so much. 
Even the stewardship members buy their 
own soup: Jenny Mathews, Deb Ramsey, 
Joan Crook, Scott Hart, and Virginia 
Spigener.

Capital Campaign Update
J. Clarkson 

Thanks to your commitment to the Generation to Generation Cam-
paign, All Souls was able to take action on several campaign priorities 
this year.  New wider and sloping sidewalks now allow for greater ac-
cess to the Parish Hall and more space for vehicles, especially those 
equipped with ramps.  These improvements make our parish a more 
welcoming space for worship, for fellowship, and for the myriad of 
community groups who use our campus every night of the week.

You may have noticed some of the original stained and clear glass win-
dows have been replaced by plain glass. Rest assured that the windows 
have not been stolen. They are simply undergoing repair and the cur-
rent glass is temporary. All of the historic windows of the Nave and 
Parish Hall have been inspected and are in the process of being re-
stored. This work should be completed in the coming year.

The Sexton and the Properties Committee continue to oversee the res-
toration and preservation of our buildings. During the past year, they 
had various areas of the roof inspected and found that no major roof 
work is needed at this time.  Their vigilance has been matched by the 
parish’s continued attention to your capital campaign pledges. This has 
allowed us to carry out these projects without borrowing money. Your 
faithfulness reflects that our buildings are not just bricks and mortar.  
This Cathedral has been and continues to be a place of restoration and 
inspiration for our community. Thank you for joining with All Souls 
to care for this place so that it may care for many generations to come.

Altar Guild
Mary Margaret Saunders 

The Altar Guild is made up of loyal, enthusiastic, hard-
working men and women who enjoy what they do and the 
time they spend with each other. This year we have lost several of 
our members; happily, we are currently preparing to train several new 
volunteers and look forward very much to bringing these new faces on 
board!

We have had a very busy year with special services as well as increasing 
numbers at our regular Sunday morning services. We have continued 
to replace our “tired” Communion linens and proudly use the original 
needlepoint “RESERVED” plaques for the pews created by Kerstin 
McDaniel and Ted Ahl… an incredible gift.

We have a very active and energetic committee of bakers for our Com-
munion bread and John Allensworth makes certain that we never run 
out of wine. A true gift to the Altar Guild is David Fortney, who is 
a property manager, sexton, and friend all rolled into one. We could 
NOT make it through a week without him! The Altar Guild takes 
pride in creating a special place for you to worship.
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From the  
Assistant to the Dean
The Reverend Canon Thomas Murphy 

This past year has been one of many transitions, both 
in my ministry as a priest at All Souls and for this com-
munity. As the children’s minister for the past five years, 
very little makes me prouder than to hear people in the 
larger community refer to this church as a congrega-
tion that both embraces children and helps form their 
spiritual paths. A few Sundays back while giving the 
sermon, I was interrupted by a crying child – perhaps 
one of my own. 

My first thought was of gratitude. Thank God for that 
sound. It signals that the Church has a future. This im-
portant work is now in the incredibly capable hands of 
Milly Morrow and Micki Hill. They will take on the 
jobs of planning parish life events, running Children’s 
Chapel, and offering the formation program The Cat-
echesis of the Good Shepherd. We are lucky to have 
such talented people to work with our young children 
and families.

In my new role as the Assistant to the Dean, I have 
been wonderfully supported by 
Margaret McKeel and Susie 
Stokes. Margaret is invaluable 
in helping coordinate pastoral 
care with her medical knowl-
edge and tireless compassion. 
Susie has aided in restructuring 
our newcomer’s class and in re-
working how we bring food to 
people in times of need. 

The people serving on the Martha’s Helper commit-
tee have divided up parishioners by the location of their 
homes. This has eliminated asking people who live vast 
distances from each other to help provide meals. In-
stead, in a time of need, an email can be sent to parish-
ioners in one specific zip code to ask them to sign up to 
bring meals. So far, this system seems to be working but 
feedback is always welcome on how we can improve. 

As the assistant, I have continued some of my previ-
ous areas of ministry; such as outreach to Hispanics 
in this community and a lectio divina group for young 
adults. This year we again hosted a Las Posadas cel-
ebration with members of La Capilla de Santa Maria, a 
Spanish-speaking Episcopal Church in Hendersonville. 

If you were unable to make it that night, I urge you to 
mark it on your calendars for next year. It was an eve-
ning that was chaotic, joyful, celebratory, reverent and 
meaningful. The hospitality that All Souls offered was 
graciously accepted, even when circumstances made it 
more challenging.

As we were blessing the meal, a tree branch knocked out 
the power. Using cell phones as 
our literal light in the darkness, 
we were able to find some can-
dles and matches. As a woman 
from La Capilla later told me, 
“It was the most romantic Las 
Posadas celebration” she had 
ever attended. I firmly believe 
that something about these two 

diverse communities sharing a common meal together 
contains the key to the future of the Church. 

Finally, I wish to simply say thank you. I have been with 
this community for just over six years. I have worn mul-
tiple hats during this time, but I have come to a sim-
ple conclusion. It is not divinity schools, seminaries, 
nor books with long sentences that make people into 
priests. It is the formation provided by a loving com-
munity. 

All Souls is filled with people willing to gather around 
a collective altar to share a sacred meal and then engage 
in the practice of mutual ministry. It is a group of peo-
ple that loves each other enough to disagree. Disagree 
about almost anything, except the unspoken agreement 
to stay together. 

It is not divinity schools, 
seminaries, nor books with long 

sentences that make people 
into priests. It is the formation 

provided by a loving community. 

Eucharist at Bele Chere,  July 2012
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Endowment Committee
J. Clarkson 

Many people assume, because our buildings were originally a 
gift from George Vanderbilt, that the Cathedral endowment 
was a gift of Mr. Vanderbilt as well. The truth is that the endow-
ment has been built over many years through the gifts of many 
people. The Endowment Committee serves to oversee the in-
vestment of these gifts and to make annual allocations from the 
endowment to the Operating Budget of the Cathedral.

Some gifts have been made to the endowment specifically to 
support Cathedral ministries such as the Music Program or 
the Kay Falk Literary Project. Other gifts have been given 
without restrictions. In recent years, unrestricted endowment 
funds have been used to support the ongoing maintenance of 
our historic buildings and the furtherance of our outreach ef-
forts. This year more than $81,000 have come from the en-
dowment to support the mission of the Cathedral.

By the end of the third quarter of the year (September 30, 
2012) the All Souls fund had gained more than 10% for 
the year. With this excellent performance, the Endowment 
Committee, in consultation with the Treasurer of the Cathe-
dral, decided to lower the annual allocation for 2013 from 5% 
of the total endowment to 4.5%. The growth of the endow-
ment to over $1.7 million means that the actual cash support 
to the operating budget should remain virtually unchanged, 
but more funds will be left in the endowment to grow for 
future needs. Please contact me for more information, or to 
learn how to make a gift to the Endowment Fund.

J. Clarkson 
273-7119 
jamieclarkson@gmail.com

Gifts and Memorials 
Committee
Ted Ahl 

The Cathedral Gifts and Memorials 
Committee serves to document gifts to the 
Cathedral given in gratitude and in memory 
of those who have died and to suggest the 
disposition of those gifts to the Glory of 
God and the benefit of the Cathedral. The 
committee is comprised of members of the 
parish with representatives from the Altar 
Guild, the Endowment Committee and the 
Dean. 

Gifts, most often monetary, are recognized 
by a letter of appreciation to the donor, are 
entered by the treasurer and the receipt 
recognized by entry into the Memorial Book 
kept in the office of the Warner Building. 
All gifts to the Cathedral are considered 
by the committee and recommendations of 
appropriateness made to the Vestry and to 
the Dean. 

The work of the last year has seen the drafting 
of a Vestry-approved policy for acceptance 
of gifts. New vestments for liturgical servers 
and replacement service linens for Altar 
Guild have been purchased and are in use. 
Discussions are ongoing about additional 
bronze memorial plaques naming those 
whose ashes are placed in the Garth. 

An exciting development in the last year is 
the gift of a landscape planting design which 
is historically accurate and faithful to the 
design of Frederick Law Olmsted, landscape 
architect of Biltmore House and Biltmore 
Village, by Bill Alexander, landscape curator 
for the Biltmore House. The plan will 
provide a framework for those wishing to 
memorialize either the dead or the living by 
the gift of live plants and for the continuing 
care of those plantings. 

Serving on this committee is a pleasure 
and privilege for it offers us time to think 
very carefully about the outward and visible 
symbols of our worship and the time to 
consider the loving generosity of so many in 
memory of our loved ones. 

Dave Cooke, Lawn Ranger (photo by David Fortney)

mailto:jamieclarkson%40gmail.com?subject=
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Choir and Music Ministries
Canon Kyle Ritter 

Our music program remains rich in talent and vibrant, 
and we rejoice in that. The Cathedral Choir has had a 
strong year, including a performance of Leonard Bern-
stein’s “Chichester Psalms” at Central United Method-
ist Church in March. The program, which also featured 
the Sanctuary Choir of Central Church and the Col-
lege Choir of Mars Hill College for a combined group 
of 140 singers, also included the beautiful “Magnificat 
and Nunc dimittis (Collegium Regale)” by Herbert 
Howells. There were over 500 people in the audience. 

At the Feast of All Souls, celebrated on November 4, 
2012, the choir offered their third performance of “Lux 
aeterna” of Morten Lauridsen. Guest organist Eric 
Plutz from Princeton University accompanied the Lau-
ridsen as well as playing the beautiful “Come, Sweet 
Death” of J.S. Bach for the Opening Voluntary. The 
congregation was filled to capacity. 

The Cathedral Choir continues to lend musical sup-
port to seasonal services throughout the year, including 
Advent Lessons and Carols, also filled to capacity. On 
Christmas Eve, 2012, the Cathedral Choir sang sea-
sonal favorites, including “What sweeter music” of John 
Rutter, “Bring a torch, Jeanette Isabella” of Shaw/Park-
er, “A spotless rose” of Herbert Howells, and “Verbun 
caro factum est” of Hans Leo Hassler. Members of the 
Cathedral Choir offer extra time and talent by forming 
motet choirs to sing at the 9:00 liturgy one Sunday a 
month. The annual choir retreat to Lake Logan con-
tinues to be very successful with solid and enthusiastic 
participation by choir members.

We continue to be blessed by the talents of our schol-
arship singers. The scholarship singer program is in 
its tenth year. Those who are chosen to be a scholar-
ship singer receive a stipend to sing in the Cathedral 
Choir and the Motet Choir. A large majority of the 
former scholarship singers have gone on to receive for-
mal training in music on the college level. Our current 
scholarship singers are Julia Suskauer, alto, and Sully 
Hart, tenor.

The St. Nicholas and St. Cecilia Choirs continue to sing 
at the 9:00 a.m. liturgy on two Sundays each month. 
With 26 children, we have more children participating 
this year than in any other! The St. Nicholas Choir is 
for young people in first and second grade and rehearses 
on Wednesday afternoons from 4:15 to 5:00 p.m. Re-
hearsals consist of voice-building, note-reading, musi-
cal games, and discussions about anthem texts and the 
liturgical year. The St. Cecilia Choir rehearses from 
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. each Wednesday, and is open to 
any young person in grade 3 through high school. The 
St. Cecilia Choir sings a rich and varied repertoire of 
music, from Renaissance to folk and everything in be-
tween! 

I am very grateful to our choir assistants, Janna Hoeke-
ma and Allyson MacCauley.

Palm Sunday (photos by Tom Crook)
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Outreach Committee
Carla Dimmitt Schell

We are fortunate at All Souls to have a congregation 
which is committed to both financial giving and ac-
tive doing. Reflecting that, our committee is charged 
with distributing the outreach portion of our pledged 
income and promoting the engagement of our parish-
ioners in the community and wider world. 

This year during Lent we invited the congregation to 
add to the collection plate a note of the hours they gave 
in volunteering each week. During the six weeks, we 
tallied 41,709 hours given to 112 different groups.

To ensure the fair distribution of funds, we have estab-
lished a defined application process with a clear time-
line and a triannually-reporting liaison. This year, our 
budget was $33,200. Out of this, we made these grants: 

	$10,115	 Supplement to Food Booth Grants
	 $7,500	 Church of the Advocate (see p. 12)
	 $4,000	 Children First (see p. 13)
	 $1,800	 Hope To Home (see p. 14)
	 $1,500	 Helpmate (domestic violence)
	 $1,360	 Room in the Inn (see p. 14)
	 $1,000	 Christians for United Community (anti-racism)
	 $632	 Crop Walk (matching EYC)
	 $600	 Early Reading Connection
	 $600	 Companion Diocese in Durgapur, India
	 $200	 Episcopal Church Women

Food Booth
Under the tireless leadership of Jeanne Cagle and her 
committee, each summer All Souls raises further out-
reach funds at the “Taste of Heaven” food booth at 
the Village Art and Craft fair. With the supplemental 
money listed above, 14 groups received grants:

	 $2,600	 Calvary Episcopal Church Food Pantry
	 $2,500	 Youth OUTright (GLBT support)
	 $1,500	 Our Voice (rape crisis)
	 $3,000	 Loving Food Resources (see p. 14)
	 $2,500	 Community of the Beloved (poverty ministry)
	 $2,500	 Hands and Feet (service for young adults)
	 $3,000	 Council on Aging
	 $2,500	 Vecinos (farmworker health)
	 $1,750	 The Lord’s Acre (community garden)
	 $1,500	 All Souls Counseling Center
	 $1,500	 Centro de Enlace (immigrant help)
	 $1,500	 Asheville City Schools Foundation
	 $1,500	 Haywood Street Congregation
	 $1,500	 Rathbun Center (support for hospitalized)

United Thank Offering
Electa Smith coordinates an Ingathering for the Epis-
copal Church’s United Thank Offering twice yearly. 
This year our congregation gave a total of $3,356, 
which will support programs in the U.S. and around 
the world.

Lenten Suppers
At our Lenten Suppers we raised $564:

	 $150	 Lord’s Acre (tools)
	 $150	 Hope to Home (bus passes)
	 $123	 Hands and Feet of Asheville
	 $81	 Children First (22 Easter Baskets)
	 $60	 Ministry of Hope (prison choir)

Children First Human Hurt and Hope Grant
	 $6,666	 Children First (Poverty Summit, four Pov-

erty Simulations, Advocacy Workshop)

	 $4,060	 Literacy Council (orientation and training 
of volunteers)

	 $2,000	 Read to Succeed 

Other All Souls grants:
$1,000		  Episcopal Relief Fund, to Bishop Osmers 

for Rwandan refugee education

	  $3,000	 Habitat for Humanity, first payment for 
Episcopal House 2013

The Outreach Committee spent some time getting to 
know the agencies and facilities we support.  We went 

(continued on p. 11)

All-ages service project at The Lord’s Acre, May 
(photo by J. Clarkson)

http://ashevilleadvocate.com
http://www.childrenfirstbc.org
http://www.hbofa.org/programs/hope-to-home/
http://www.helpmateonline.org/
http://www.hbofa.org/programs/room-in-the-inn/
http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/TR?fr_id=15796&pg=entry
http://www.calvaryfletcher.org/?page_id=304
http://youthoutright.org/
http://www.ourvoicenc.org/
http://www.lowingfood.org
http://communityofthebeloved.wordpress.com/
http://www.handsandfeetavl.org/
http://www.coabc.org/
http://www.thelordsacre.org/wp/
http://allsoulscounseling.com/
http://centrodeenlace.org/
http://acsf.org/
http://haywoodstreet.org/
http://www.rathbuncenter.org/
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Docent Report
Carol Anders 

We are delighted to report that we had another grand 
year of our “meet and greet” ministry. From the first 
Monday after Easter until the end of December, a 
docent was present mid-afternoon most days, plac-
ing the welcoming sign out front, then waiting inside 
for a throng of sightseers from the Tourist Trolley 
or a lone individual who just wants “to see inside; I 
have always been curious.” Our busiest time is the 
Food Booth weekend, when hundreds seek respite in 
our cool, quiet sanctuary. 
Then October seems to 
bring those seeking both 
local color and culture. In 
addition, Martha Fulling-
ton or Carol Anders lead a 
variety of organized tours 
such as Mars Hill or Montreat’s Elderhostels, Young 
Tours and architectural group tours. The small do-
nation basket at the door receives several thousand 
dollars a year for the building maintenance fund. 

We asked several docents to tell you about their expe-
rience: Long-time first and third Saturdays docents, 
Prue and Mason Wilson: “We enjoy so much be-
ing able to welcome people to All Souls for the first 
time. We have greeted people from many countries 
and several continents. We have found them very 

interesting and many ask questions about the Ca-
thedral and Mr. Vanderbilt. Most are impressed with 
the beauty of the windows… Being a docent is truly a 
pleasure and a privilege for us.”

Nancy Martin, founder of the docent program (sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays): “Serving as a docent puts 
me with others who like each other and the work we 
do” and Dixie Guthrie, who fills in many a shift, “I 
love showing off our beautiful church and meeting 

interesting people from all 
over the world who are in 
awe of the beautiful struc-
ture, windows, original 
furnishings and history.” 

We have a great team – 
Vince Angelico, Joan Crook, Audrey Donatelli, 
Sally and David Fargo, Dixie Guthrie, Anne Har-
rell, Oz Henry, Gwin Jones, Nancy Martin, Linda 
Spangler, Art Swanson, and Prue and Mason Wil-
son. Co-chairs Carol Anders and Martha Fullington 
invite you to join us in 2013. We offer training and 
programs of general interest in the spring.

Martha Fullington, 684-2083

Carol Anders, 686-1380

“I love showing off our beautiful 
church and meeting interesting 

people from all over the world…”

on Children First’s “Mind the Gap Tour,” visited the 
Rathbun Center’s Children Wing and the Helpmate 
facility, and had lunch with the new interns for Hands 
and Feet of Asheville and the participants in Asheville 
Kids for Peace.  

Outreach events also included the Ministry Fair in No-
vember, in which 24 groups participated, and Las Posa-
das, the Christmas celebration with Spanish-speaking 
congregation La Capilla de Santa Maria.

The Outreach Committee for 2012: Sandra Byrd, Bill 
Doyle, Sallie Hart, Brenda Lilly, Ami O’Neill, Lisa 
Sellers, Mike Stevenson, Robert Stevenson, Carla 
Dimmitt Schell, and Rev. Thomas Murphy .

outreach@cathedralofallsouls.org 

Outreach (continued)

Nancy Marlowe sells baked goods at Food Booth, August 
(photo by Tom Whittington)

http://childrenfirstbc.org/index.php/about/mind-the-gap-tour/
http://www.rathbuncenter.org/
http://www.helpmateonline.org/
http://www.handsandfeetavl.org/
http://www.handsandfeetavl.org/
http://camphenry.net/html/kids4peace.html
http://camphenry.net/html/kids4peace.html
http://www.lacapilla.org/
mailto:outreach%40cathedralofallsouls.org%20?subject=
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Church of the Advocate
The Rev. Ham Fuller

At our recent Diocesan Convention the entire delega-
tion was asked to consider how our churches and the 
diocese might move toward more creative, contempo-
rary methods of being Church, acting on its newly es-
tablished mission: “Walk in the Way, Widen the Walls, 
Wake up the World.” Boundaries were challenged, 
separation among people was acknowledged, the uni-
versality of God’s message of love was recognized as our 
celebrative cause, and all of us were invited to practice 
being a part of the Gospel message of healing, reconcili-
ation and love.

As several representatives spoke from the perspective of 
various ministries, I was surprised to find tears trickling 
down my cheeks. The more people spoke of the love 
which God calls us to share, the more my tears flowed. 
At first, being more inclined to be embarrassed, I exam-
ined my feelings, assuming I must be dealing with some 
problems or issues of concern which were precipitated 
by the dreams and visions of ministry being explored 
by the speakers. But the more I considered these 
personal motivations for the tears, the more 
I realized that I didn’t have those feelings, 
this time, for I realized I am already doing 
those creative and radically loving things 
through the ministry of The Church of 
the Advocate. My tears were from joy and 
gratitude for the blessings of being planted right 
in the middle of such meaningful ministry. How 
blessed I am to be serving the homeless and poor 
and disenfranchised with and through Christ. My 
tears continue as my heart overflows. 

Just so you know, it’s rarely easy, but it is always 
Holy. During the past few years we’ve met every 
Sunday for worship and shared a meal provided by 
over 25 local churches, schools, businesses and indi-
viduals, offered fresh clothes and the advice of a nurse to 
an average group of from 100-150, swelling sometimes 
to over 250. On Mondays we have a Bible Study fol-
lowed by a breakfast. On Wednesdays and Fridays we 
take bag lunches, prayers and care to any and all in the 
parks and on the streets. We’ve helped form an inter-
faith group, Hope to Home, which serves as supportive 
friends to people moving from the streets to housing, 
and, working with a local program, Homeward Bound, 
have seen almost 175 individuals who regularly attend 
The Advocate move into housing within the past 20 

months. Sadly, we’ve noticed that the numbers on the 
streets and in church continue to grow. We’ve just com-
pleted a study with a statistically significant number of 
street people to assess psychological and social histories 
as well as identified talents and work interests in order 
to find ways to facilitate their employment and self-suf-
ficiency through the creation of a cottage industry. This 
“social enterprise,” as we prefer to call it, is named “New 

Every Morning,” from the Old Testament book of 
Lamentations which reminds all of us that “The love 
of the Lord is new every morning.” We plan to cre-

ate work and offer practical experience 
and skill development, enhance personal 
self esteem and sufficiency, all within our 
supportive community of faith. By God’s 

grace and inspiration we are doing some 
pretty marvelous things, but most of all we are af-

firming at every turn and occasion that we are all 
loved by God, connected by grace and redemption 
through Christ, brothers and sisters within the 
Body of Christ, and it is Good indeed. 

Please join us for worship; I know you will be 
blessed. And on behalf of all of the people we 
serve, those on the streets and those in other 

churches, schools and all of the individuals who 
are a part of The Advocate, please also join us in support 
of this marvelous ministry. We need your financial help, 
your prayers, and sharing of the Good News. Many 
thanks and blessings in the new year. 

Yours in Christ,  
Ham Fuller, Vicar

hamfuller@aol.com 
243-3932 
ashevilleadvocate.com

EYC member serving food at the Advocate Christmas Party 
(photo by Tom Whittington)

mailto:hamfuller%40aol.com?subject=
http://ashevilleadvocate.com
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Habitat House
Bill Doyle 

This coming year will be the 30th anniversary of Ashe-
ville Area Habitat; our Executive Director, Lew Kraus, 
is the longest serving in the Habitat world with 25 
years! Habitat has had a busy year, building thirteen 
new (green!) houses this year, and completing 17 home 
repair projects. This brings the total of houses built by 
AAHH since 1983 to 242. That’s upwards of 900 peo-
ple moved into safe, decent housing (more than 566 of 
them children). AAHH is currently building at three 
separate sites in West Asheville, Woodfin and Swan-
nanoa. Asheville Area Habitat was the first Habitat af-
filiate in the state of North Carolina and it is one of the 
most active. 

Of the more than 700 Habitat stores (“ReStores”) in 
the U.S., the Asheville ReStore is the seventh in overall 
sales.  This is especially impressive given that the top six 
are located in cities of more than a million people. Last 

year our ReStore sold 270,000 items to over 72,000 
people. In addition to building “Green” houses and the 
ReStore, AAHH has also begun a home repair pro-
gram, so that people with limited income can receive 
affordable help.

We did not build an Episcopal House this year (we 
build every other year) but the planning for EH X is on 
the horizon. All Souls has already sent the first installa-
tion of our sponsorship payment for EH X to Habitat. 
This spring the planning will really get underway and 
in August (or late July) you will see me out in front of 
the church looking for volunteers to go out and build 
it! Response to this is always enthusiastic at All Souls 
and I think of it as an opportunity for people to get in-
volved in this great ministry rather than as a challenge 
to go find enough people. I know we have a lot of people 
looking forward to going back out to the worksite!

 Children First Committee
Loretta Andrews

The Children First Committee annual budget of $4,000 
was allocated as follows:
•  $300 to sponsor a team from All Souls for the “Are 

You Smarter Than an Elementary Student?” fund 
raiser

•  $500 for a new freezer for Emma Resource Center’s 
food pantry

•  $250 for emergency funding (utilities, medical etc.)
•  $250 food for the pantry to restock the freezer
•  $200 for supplies for the After School program
•  $2,500 for Thanksgiving meals, Holiday assistance 

and Wish List, supplies for After School program (to 
be spent at the discretion of Children First)

The Children First Committee sponsored a Poverty Sim-
ulation for the members of All Souls. Funded by the Hu-
man Hurt and Hope grant, it raised awareness and pro-
vided a deeper understanding of the challenges facing the 
working poor in our community.

Among those offering their time and talents to Children 
First in 2012 were: Prue and Mason Wilson, Linda 
Spangler, Peggy Heilig, Loretta Andrews, Rosemary Sells, 

Anne Harrell, Carol Anders, Bob and Polly Knapp, Linda 
Hundredmark, Gwin Jones, Tahani Sticpewich, Miranda 
Norlin, Michael Raife, and Alexandra McPherson.

Fundraisers sponsored by the Children First Committee: 

•  Approximately 40 individuals and families contrib-
uted financially to the Summer Day Camp project.

•  Approximately 45 individuals and families partici-
pated in sponsoring children for the Christmas Wish 
List project. 

Loretta Andrews  
277-6133

Loretta Andrews was named WLOS Person of the Week on 
November 9 for her work with Children First

http://www.ashevillehabitat.org/
http://www.ashevillehabitat.org/
http://www.childrenfirstbc.org/
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Hope to Home
Bill Doyle 

The purpose of a Hope to Home team is to partner 
with a formerly homeless person whom Homeward 
Bound of Asheville has helped to secure a perma-
nent home. As you can imagine, moving from being 
a member of the homeless community into your own 
home would be a wonderful thing – but also a time of 
transition when you could find yourself cut off from 
the services and the community that you counted on 
previously. 

The role of the Hope to Home team is to try to fill 
that gap, to close ranks with a person newly-housed 
and trying to figure out how to make things work. 
Transportation can often be a problem. Trips to the 
grocery store and to and from employment or other 
things we take for granted can be a difficulty. Many 
other things that each of us does without thinking – 
our habits of making our way in the world – require 
time and support to reestablish for someone newly in 
their own space. The role of the Hope to Home team 
is to help in any way we can – to be neighbors.

Well, let me tell you, we got a winner. Our part-
ner turned out to be the most amazing lady! Every 
member of the team has told me (and I have expe-
rienced myself ) how wonderful she is and how fun 
to be around and how lucky we are to know her. The 
moving-in experience turned out to be no effort at 
all. Her children came to help her and we were able 
to get the furnishings and household items that had 
been donated by All Souls mostly into the house 
before she even moved in. She’s settling down very 
nicely into her home in West Asheville and working 
out the details of travel for employment, reengaging 
with family and getting her home just right. 

The work of this turned out to be no work at all; she 
is just another friend to spend quality time with. This 
is a ministry I really believe in but no one involved is 
talking about anything we are doing; it has all been 
about how lucky we are to know her! We will be for-
mally involved with this team until next fall but I 
suspect many of us will be in relationship with our 
partner from now on.

Homeward Bound: www.hbofa.org

Loving Food 
Resources
Mike Stevenson 

Loving Food Resources (LFR) is 
an all-volunteer food pantry for 
people living with HIV/AIDS 
or who are in home Hospice care with any condi-
tion. Founded in 1990, LFR’s first home was at 
All Souls in the balcony of Zabriskie Hall. Deacon 
Joan Marshall was one of the founding individuals. 
Several parishioners played supportive roles dur-
ing the early days and, even now, All Souls contrib-
utes food donations, awards Food Booth Outreach 
grants, and provides a regular team of volunteers 
and board members at LFR.

This self-select food pantry is designed like a small 
grocery store so that clients “shop” for their food 
and personal care needs rather than picking up a 
pre-packed box of food. LFR is open on Saturdays 
only from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m., but volunteers are 
needed for roles beyond assisting during shopping 
hours. Participating as committee members in 
planning for the nonprofit’s future is a continuous 
need, as well as assistance in office chores and ma-
terials production.

LFR is a partner agency of MANNA Foodbank, 
Western North Carolina’s Second Harvest facility. 
For more information about LFR, contact Mike 
Stevenson. You can make an important difference!

Mike Stevenson 
337-4440

Dwight Zscheile speaks on the “missional church” at 
the Adult Forum, May (photo by Robbin Whittington)

www.hbofa.org
http://lovingfood.org
http://lovingfood.org


2012 Annual Report

15

Room in the Inn
Mike Stevenson

Room In The Inn is an emergency shelter for 
homeless women which operates all year in loca-
tions which change each week. Over 35 churches 
participate as host sites. The members of these 
churches provide evening meals, breakfasts, bag 
lunches, and hospitality for up to a dozen wom-
en during their hosting. 

All Souls was one of the organizing congrega-
tions for RITI in 2001 and actually hosted the 
very first week of operation. We continue to of-
fer shelter, food, and hospitality four weeks dur-
ing each year. In 2012, we gave over 40 women a 
secure home for a week, delicious home cooked 
meals, restful nights, and warm welcome.

RITI is a program of Homeward Bound of 
Asheville and is being coordinated at All Souls 
by Susan and Mike Stevenson. It takes an 
average of 50-60 parishioners working together 
to successfully conduct one week of RITI. There 
are many ways that you could lend a hand. We 
invite you to contact the Stevensons or the 
Cathedral office for more information. All 
Souls will next host RITI during the week of 
February 3rd.

Susan and Mike Stevenson 
knlstv@gmail.com 
254-5227 
www.hbofa.org

The All Souls Book Group 
and the Kay Falk Literary Project
Emilie White 

The All Souls Book Group enjoyed a diverse body 
of literature in 2012, and also a diverse readership, 
welcoming several newcomers both from the par-
ish and from the larger Asheville community. The 
year began with charter Book Group member, Allan 
Campo, leading us beautifully through discussions 
of Michael Ondaatje’s The English Patient and F. 
Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. 

We then spent the spring reading the stories of Alice 
Munro, and the summer and early autumn reading 
two novels by Graham Greene. In November, the 
group both read and then watched the film version of 
Isak Dinesen’s “Babette’s Feast,” in which the gift of 
an artist – the opulent meal of a great chef – rekindles 
in a dwindling and impoverished congregation the 
belief that even in this world, “all things are possible.”

The All Souls Book Group is the nucleus of the Kay 
Falk Literary Project, which is centered at the Ca-
thedral as part of its teaching mission. We read fic-
tion, non-fiction and poetry, reading as carefully as 
we can while still leaving room for that idiosyncratic 
response that can reveal the literature’s relevance 
to our personal lives, or the lives of the many com-
munities we come from. Our mission is to be swept 
away: overcome by a new kind of attention – patient, 
loving, receptive to the complexity within ourselves 
and one another – that is always on offer in the great 
work of literature.  

The Project also includes a fund for inviting writers 
to read at the cathedral. In May, we hosted Virginia 
Redfield in a reading of her memoir, Night Bloom, 
and in October, Episcopal priest and mystic, Cyn-
thia Bourgeault, filled the cathedral to hear an ex-
temporized (and brilliant) presentation of her book, 
The Wisdom Way of Knowing.

For more information, please see the Book Group 
page at the Cathedral website or contact the director 
of the project, Emilie White, at the email below. 

allsoulsconnection.org/groups/all-souls-book-
group  
etwhite8@charter.net

Virginia Redfield reads her memoir Night Bloom, May.
(photo by Robbin Whittington)

mailto:knlstv%40gmail.com?subject=
http://hbofa.org
http://allsoulsconnection.org/groups/all-souls-book-group
http://allsoulsconnection.org/groups/all-souls-book-group
mailto:etwhite8%40charter.net?subject=
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Adult Forum
Todd Donatelli

This formation program takes place in Zabriskie Hall 
on Sundays during the school year, between the 9 and 
11:15 a.m. services. Topics in 2012:

•  Todd Donatelli on “Watching in Epiphany”;
•  Glenda McDowell’s Deacon internship;
•  Brian Cole on his move to the Good Shepherd;
•  thoughts from the “Being Church Better” 

conference at Kanuga;
•  Todd Donatelli on staffing changes;
•  guest Craig Rennebohm on his companioning 

work for the mentally ill homeless;
•  members of the new Hope to Home team on 

this Homeward Bound program to help those 
transitioning from homelessness to housing;

•  Mary Sorrells on her ministry discernment and 
work at the Black Mountain Correctional Center 
for Women;

•  Todd Donatelli and Rosa Lee Harden on the 
“Church as an Economic Being” conference;

•  Guest Lauren Winner, author of Still: Notes on a 
Mid-Faith Crisis;

•  Amy Congdon and Bill Doyle on their trip to our 
Companion Diocese of Durgapur;

•  Todd Donatelli on “Marriage, Blessing, and 
Amendment One”;

•  the Annual Visit of Bishop Taylor;
•  Guest Dwight Zscheile on the missional church; 
•  Todd Donatelli, Glenda McDowell, and Robbin 

Whittington on the General Convention;
•  Todd Donatelli on “Religion, Politics, and Other 

Touchy Conversations”;
•  Todd Donatelli on “Icons for All of Us”;
•  Guest Bishop John Osmers of Zambia on his 

current work and his ministry during the apartheid 
struggle in South Africa;

•  Guest Cynthia Bourgeault on her Wisdom School;
•  the Mental Health Companioning Committee on 

“deepening a connection to the Holy”;
•  Todd Donatelli on the liturgical calendar; and
•  Todd Donatelli and Rosa Lee Harden on the 

“Advent Conspiracy” and having an actually Merry 
Christmas.

CSR booth at 77th General Convention, Indianapolis, July. 
(photo by Robbin Whittington)

2012 Wisdom School at Valle Crucis Conference Center

Bishop John Osmers of Zambia speaks at the Adult Forum 
(photo by Tom Whittington)
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2012
January. Wisdom School Small Group. Initiated several 
small groups around our area and facilitate one at the 
cathedral on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month.

March. Enneagram Workshop at St. Paul’s, Wilkesboro

March. Day with Bishop at St. Mary’s Blowing Rock

May. Entered into a partnership with Virginia 
Theological Seminary’s Center for the Ministry of 
Teaching (SMT). CSR has developed a browsable 
database of online resources. Together, CSR and CMT 
are committed to developing and sustaining a digital 
portal through which individuals and churches can 
access trusted and proven resources for all kinds of 
ministry, including Christian Formation. More on this 
exciting development throughout the coming year.

June. E-Learning Exchange 1.0 at VTS. A member of 
the Design Team and a presenter for this annual event 
for Christian leaders to expand their knowledge of and 
confidence using technology for Christian discipleship 
and evangelism in a world experiencing continual 
change.

July. 77th General Convention Indianapolis. CSR 
shared booth space with via media and Confirm not 
Conform. It was nine full days of meeting people, 
sharing resources, and inviting collaborators to partner 
with or support our online resource portal. 

October. Zabriskie Learning Series with Cynthia 
Bourgeault. More than 180 people attended this one-
day teaching and experiential mini-course on Wisdom.

October. Wisdom School at Valle Crucis Conference 
Center with Cynthia Bourgeault. 

December. Advent Evening with Bishop Taylor at St. 
George’s, Asheville

Throughout the year. Served as resource liaison for two 
national professional Christian educators organizations: 
Forma and NOERC, as well as five diocesan committees: 
Lifelong Christian Formation, Congregational Vitality 
Ministry, Communications, Ministry and Mission 
Conference, and Mission and Structure Commission.

2013
January. Wisdom School Small Groups will begin our 
second year together. If you are interested in forming 
a Wisdom small group, please email or call Robbin at 
robbin@allsoulscathedral.org. 

February. Staying Connected at Every Age computer 
learning series coming in early February to the 
Cathedral. For more information, contact Lorna Dorr at 
lbdorr@gmail.com, or Robbin Whittington at robbin@
allsoulscathedral.org.

March 10-15. Second week of the Wisdom School with 
Cynthia Bourgeault.

April, October, and December. Three Teaching Days with 
the Bishop: April 20, October 12; and December 18.

May 4. Diocesan Ministry and Mission Conference 
with Diana Butler-Bass; at First Baptist Church.

May 30-June 3. E-Learning Exchange 2.0 at Virginia 
Theological Seminary. The second Annual e-Formation 
Learning Exchange and an immediate follow-up event 
for holy geeks – women and men who want to build the 
platforms and tools to facilitate the mission and ministry 
envisioned during the learning exchange.

June 10-14: Christian Formation Conference, Kanuga.

October 27-Nov.1. Advanced Wisdom School at Valle 
Crucis with Cynthia Bourgeault on the Trinity and the 
Law of Three. (Only for those who have completed a 
Wisdom School). More information coming soon.

Throughout the year. Look forward to continuing to 
serve as resource liaison for two national professional 
Christian educators organizations: Forma and 
NOERC, as well as five diocesan committees: Lifelong 
Christian Formation, Congregational Vitality Ministry, 
Communications, Ministry and Mission Conference, 
and Mission and Structure Commission.

www.thecsr.org 

robbin@allsoulscathedral.org

274-2681, ext. 302 

The Center for Spiritual Resources
Robbin Whittington, Director

Another exciting and fruitful year to be thankful for! The following are some CSR  
highlights from 2012, as well as an early look at what’s in store for 2013. 

Grateful, with high hopes for a bright shared future, 
Robbin

http://www.thecsr.org
mailto:robbin%40allsoulscathedral.org?subject=
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Children’s Formation and
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Micki Hill

It has been a busy year in Children’s Ministry. Some of 
the initial work that took place was updating the Life of 
Christian Formation Booklet, creating a Nursery Hand-
book and updating the Nursery Workers in their train-
ing. I offered three Safeguarding God’s Children Courses 
– more than 40 members of the Cathedral are now certi-
fied. We have refurnished the nursery and completed the 
first Atrium so as to better serve the youngest among us. 

In 2012, the Cathedral offered its first Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd training. We will begin a new course on 
January 12, 2013. Much like the Education for Min-
istry Program, CGS courses require a commitment of 
time. A typical course consists of five to 11 participants 
and a trained formation leader meeting over the course 
of 90 hours. Through study, prayer, and reflection, CGS 
groups move toward a new understanding of the child 
and the fullness of God’s kingdom. 

I would like to thank all who serve in this ministry. We 
are fortunate in our nursery staff. They are dependable 
and loving in their care. Robbin Whittington has joined 
me in the Atrium with the three to five-year-old children 
after becoming certified as a Level I catechist.This has 
been a real blessing as we develop this new work at the 
Cathedral. I am also thankful for Miranda Norlin’s assis-
tance in the Atrium and for Deb Ramsey, Judy Rudolph, 
Leon Hill, Helene Heilig, Elizabeth Callahan, Ginger 
Huebner, and Dorrie Sieburg, who share teaching duties 
with the six to 11-year-old children. I am grateful to work 
within a community that cares so deeply for children and 
with volunteers so committed to servant leadership. It 
is a delight to work with Kyle Ritter and Milly Morrow, 
whose commitment to serving the children and families 
in this community is evident in everything they do. 

Serving the children and families in our community is an 
unfolding blessing; watching them grow and change and 
seeing their desire to draw closer to community and to 
God is inspirational. It is our goal to begin using Cat-
echesis of the Good Shepherd with children in the six to 
nine-year-old group in the fall. 

If you would like to offer your gifts to the children in this 
community I would love to speak with you. The wonder-
ful thing is that any gift that you might have can be used! 
The gifts of mentoring, art, calligraphy, woodworking, 
sewing and prayer are always needed. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (photos by Tom Whittington)

Sheep, Epiphany Pageant (photo by Carrie Turner)
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Youth Formation
Milly Morrow

Today’s world is a tough place to be a teenager. I know; 
we say that in every generation. Perhaps that is because in 
every generation, “the world is a tough place to be a teen-
ager.” Youth stand on the edge of many cliffs, and they are 
called into discernment about major life events at every 
turn, all while on many deep levels they are still children. 
I think this vulnerability – being part child and part adult 
– is what makes these young people absolutely invaluable 
to our community. It is not a vulnerability that makes us 
susceptible to danger, disease, or other fearful freight; it is 
the face of vulnerability they show us that makes us open 
and redeemable by experience and Grace. 

Throughout the year our youth have continued to walk 
through our community meeting needs and building re-
lationships with vulnerable people, and doing so as vul-
nerable people themselves. This action – being vulnerable 
with the vulnerable – is holy action made manifest for 
us, the adults around them who are the observers and at 
times reflectors of this holy action. The youth have made 
meals and built relationships with Church of the Advo-
cate members; they have toured Western North Carolina 
meeting diverse people and hearing their stories of pov-
erty and plenty. They have been still and listened for God 
together in study and worship. The youth have used their 
hands, their hearts and their minds, all fueled by their 
spirits, to reach out and go out, to serve and to grow. 

I am so grateful, as their youth minister, to be in a commu-
nity where the youth are valued and their programs sup-
ported. When we needed transportation we got it! When 
one youth member had a brilliant idea for a special project 

to support the homeless pet owner, it was announced in 
a church service and she had money to begin that work 
within the hour. And when we baked goods to raise mon-
ey for mission work… we made $600 in two hours! Not 
only do you support our youth financially, you support 
them by caring about what they are up to and talking with 
them about it. You care for them by teaching them, guid-
ing them when necessary, and claiming them as members 
of our community always. And thank you to the youth, all 
of you, for showing up even when you have homework to 
complete and practice to do and for being present, gra-
cious and generous. 

You see, in this world where it is tough to be a teenager,  it 
is good to be in a community of people who see you and 
take time to know you. This being known makes standing 
on the cliff of so many grand decisions and actions simply 
more possible. Our youth will continue to be vulnerable 
teenagers, calling us into deeper vulnerability and more 
intentional discipleship. And we will continue to know 
them, watch them, support and care for them, and of 
course learn from them. Thank you for your support of 
the youth formation programs of 2012 and for your love 
and care of our youth community in this Body of Christ. 

St. Nicholas’s Helpers, Church of the Advocate Christmas Party, (photo by Tom Whittington)

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February (photo by Tom Crook)
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Young Adults 
Ministry
Thomas Murphy 

This year marks the sixth in which the 
young adults at All Souls and the Asheville 
deanery have gathered once a week for 
lectio divina in the upstairs of the church 
office. For those who are not familiar this 
practice, lectio divina is a way of studying 
scripture that emphasizes carefully listen-
ing to a passage from the Bible for what is 
striking, meaningful, jarring, challenging, 
or touching the circumstances of an indi-
vidual’s life. It is a way of reading sacred 
texts that has more to do with personal 
relevance than a class that simply provides 
information. 

The young adults at All Souls are also con-
nected to the larger diocese through pro-
grams such as Vocare and Moveable Feasts. 
Vocare is a yearly retreat that focuses on 
exploring vocations. Moveable Feasts are a 
program that gathers at alternative venues 
for communion and fellowship – at local 
restaurants or bars. This past year the lectio 
divina group has met several times outside 
the campus of All Souls including at Jack 
of the Wood and the Wedge. In a culture 
that often negatively stereotypes religious 
people, I feel gathering in everyday places 
is a way of sometimes doing nothing more 
than showing the normality of people of 
faith. 

Due to the nature of the young adult de-
mographic in Asheville, this ministry is 
constantly renewed. Many people in their 
20s and 30s are just moving through Ashe-
ville before leaving town for school or bet-
ter job. One of the goals of the young adult 
ministry is to provide a faith community 
during a time in life where important deci-
sions are being considered. This next year, 
plans are in the works to connect this group 
to people in the parish with more life ex-
perience. I firmly believe communities are 
most alive when they provide space for the 
wisdom of every generation to be heard. 

Bishop’s Annual Visit, May (photo by Tom Whittington)

Confirmation and  
Newcomer Classes
Susie Stokes & Thomas Murphy

T h e Co n f i r m a t i o n C l a s s  for adults is a one-day retreat held 
in the spring in preparation for the Bishop’s visit in May. This class 
is for those who are seeking the next step in their faith journey 
through baptism, confirmation, reaffirmation, or reception.

The April class was the third in a series that began in 2011; the 
day’s topic was Anglican prayer and was led by Todd Donatelli and 
Jane Dawson. Participating in the class were 15 parishioners pre-
paring for membership through confirmation, eight preparing for 
membership by reception, and seven preparing for reaffirmation. 

The next confirmation class will be in April of 2013. 

T h e Ne wc o m e r s C l a s s  is an opportunity to learn about the 
ministries of All Souls, converse with our priests, hear about the 
Cathedral’s art and architecture, and learn about the particular 
gifts and ethos of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican tradi-
tion. Each class series lasts four to six weeks; three series of classes 
were offered in 2012. 

The winter group attendance was 18, summer had eight, and fall 
attendance was 21, for a total of 47. Adding to this number are the 
many parishioners who assisted by being present to greet and share 
their experiences in service to the community and the parish. The 
hospitality of our parish was evident. The next newcomers class 
series will begin in January of 2013. 

For more information: 
thomas@allsoulscathedral.org

mailto:thomas%40allsoulscathedral.org?subject=
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Foyer Groups
Shonda Asaad 

A Foyer Group consists of six to eight adults and children who 
meet three to four times at various locations for casual conver-
sation. They are often (but not always) dinner gatherings to 
get to know other parishioners. Foyer is not about entertain-
ing, but about welcoming and getting to know those in your 
group in a setting outside of church. We try to mix age groups 
and people who attend different services. Although we try to 
arrange new groups each Spring and Fall, this year only Fall 
groups were arranged. Thirty-three families/couples/singles 
participated in the Fall groups. We hope to have an even larger 
turnout for the new groups in the Spring of 2013.

After several years as coordinator, Sally Hearn stepped down 
this year. We thank her for her many years of service. For more 
information, please contact one of the co-coordinators below.

Caryn Stover: 658-1122
Shonda Asaad: 684-2682

Senior Lunch Bunch
Robert C. Blank 

In the Spring of 2012, I agreed to assume the leadership role 
of the Senior Lunch Brunch Group, a position held for many 
years by Rev. Mason Wilson and his wife Prue. Their devo-
tion to the group over the years is a testament to its success. 
The group meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month dur-
ing the months of September, October, January, February, 
March, April, and May. One need not be a senior to attend. 
We begin our program at 12:30 p.m. in Zabriskie Hall, with 
a pot-luck luncheon. We ask that you bring a dish to share, 
enjoy the fellowship, and make new friends.

Our formal program follows the luncheon with guest speakers 
on varied topics of interest to all. The size of the gathering can 
vary from 15 to 36, depending on the topic and the weather. 
This past year we had such diverse programs as “End of Life 
Issues” (wills and advanced directives), NC Representative 
and All Souls member Ray Rapp on being a “Citizen Legis-
lator,” and environmental issues. Thanks to parishioner Bill 
Bryant, in April we were treated to a musical presentation by 
the woodwind quintet from Reynolds High School.

We concluded our 2012 season with two diverse topics: 
“stained glass art,” by Susie Stokes, and Cuba, led by Rev. 
Mark Siler, chaplain at the maximum security prison in Mari-
on. Mark had been invited to advise the Cuban prison author-
ities on establishing a training program for Cuban pastors.Thanksgiving Potluck (photo by Milly Morrow)

St. Francis Day Blessing, October (photo by Tom Whittington)

Independence Day Picnic (photo by Tom Whittington)



Cathedral Clergy and Staff

The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor, Bishop 
The Very Rev. Todd M. Donatelli, Dean 

The Rev. Canon Thomas Murphy, Assistant to the Dean 
The Rev. Canon Rosa Lee Harden, Canon for Money and Meaning 

The Rev. Glenda McDowell, Deacon 
Kyle Ritter, Canon Musician 

Milly Morrow, Assistant for Youth Formation and Parish Life Events 
Micki Hill, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and Children’s Formation 

Robbin Whittington, Center for Spiritual Resources 
Sherry Prazich, Cathedral Administrator 

Sue Gervais, Accounting 
Margaret McKeel, Admin. Asst. to the Dean and Pastoral Care 

David Fortney, Facilities Manager 
Tahani Sticpewich, Webmaster and Connection editor

Adjunct Clergy

The Rev. Anne Bonnyman 
The Rev. Canon Charlotte Cleghorn  

The Rev. Jim Curl 
The Rev. Everett Fredholm 

The Rev. Del Hare 
The Rev. Blair Hatt

The Rev. Ross Jones 
The Rev. Nancy Mills 
The Rev. Ashley Neal 

The Rev. Barbara Plimpton 
The Rev. Jean Scribner 

The Rev. Robert Spangler 
The Rev. Judith Whelchel 

The Rev. Mason Wilson 
The Rev. Charles Winters

All Souls Worship Schedule

Contemplative Evening Prayer—
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m.

Contemplative Noon Prayer—
Thursdays at noon (Owen Library)

Holy Eucharist—
Wednesdays at noon and 5:45 p.m. and  

Sundays at 7:45, 9:00, and 11:15 a.m.

All Souls Office Hours and Contact Information

Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Telephone: (828) 274-2681 Fax: (828) 277-9461

Address: 9 Swan Street, Asheville, NC 28803
Website: www.allsoulscathedral.org

Cathedral Connection (newsletter): www.allsoulsconnection.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/allsoulscathedral

http://www.allsoulscathedral.org

http://www.allsoulsconnection.org
http://www.facebook.com/allsoulscathedral
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